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ALEEGITANCE 
AND 
PREROGATEILYYÞ 
Conſtdered-in a Letter. from a 


GENTLEMAN 


In the Country to his: 


FR. 18 X 5» 


Upon his being Choſeri a” 
MEMBER ofthe Mectingof $ T A:T ES 
IN 
3 CO BE 4M 


| SIR, 

, Received Yours, wherein you tell me ycu are choſen a Me» 
' ber of the tnlueing Meeting of the Szates of this. Kingde. 
You deſftre my Opinion, What ſhould be their behaviour towards 
K. Jam:s the 7th. bow far we are now tyed by our Allegiance, what Limits 
| ought to be ſet to the Prerogative , &C. Which you ſay-aic at prejear , 

the great Subjects of Ditcourle. 
| doubr nur, firce rheſe things are ſo much talk*of by every Bo- 
dy', and the Itch-of Wricing 1s ſo Univerlal, but you will lec leve- 
ral things on thcle tleads from much Abler Pens: And from {uch 
AY whe 


who not only are better qualified tor the unJertaking , bur alſo 
by hearing and perhaps, ( being p:rſonally preſent, by ſeeing rhe 
praCtices and methods of England in the (amecale , arc bertec furni- 
ſhed wich helps for the performance , So that any thing I can ſay to 
you will be ſuperfluous, 

Yet in obedicnce to your deſire, and to teſtify my ſincere and 
unbiaſled AﬀeCFtion torhe good of my Country , and. withallro con- 
vince you, that it is nct from any tond Principle of Bigotted Lyyalty, 
nor from a ſtupid unconcern'dneſs in the great Conceras of the Na- 
rion , that I decline coming to T own at this tim?, when as you 
ſay, it is exp2&cd that the greateſt parr of th- Gentry will be preſenr 
during this Aſſembly of the States : I ſhall treely give you my rude 
thoughts of what appears to me,to bethe proper Work and neceſlary 
duty of this Meeting, in the preſent extraordinary ConjunCtare, 
and leave itro you to make what uſe thzreof you. ſhall chink fir. 

As to the firſt point you mention, tho you know I am neither 
Divine nor Gaſxiſt, yer | mult ſay thacl think *cisvery evident toany 
_ thinking man , That Heaven it ſelf has very fully looſ*'d the Nation from 
their &llegiance, and by remarkable providences granted a clear Diſ- 
penſation trom their Oaths to K. Joes the 7:þh. We need not dil- 
pute what was the genuine ſenſe of cheſe Oaths, whether they allow'd 
this implicite Reſervation, That if the King ſhould | ſubverr the 
Foundations of our Government, Our Laws, Religion, Libercies 
and Properties; T he Pecrple ſhould in that caſe be free, to aſlere 
and aſlume their Native Rights: Neicher need we enter upon the 
Invidious task of Examining how farr the Ktng advanced in theſe 
unjuſt Practices and Deſltgnas. Heaven it (e1f, I ſay, ſeems moſt con- 
vincingly to have ſuperſceded all ſuch Debates and Enquiries, and to 
have laid it upon this Meeting of the States to ſettle and eſtabliſh juſt 
and ſolid Foundations for the Government of the Nation inall time 
coming. 

Firacknowledged by all Chriſtians, that noQath can bind, when 
either their Superveens a Phy fical Impoſſibility of performing it ; Or when the 
performance beccmer morally unlawful, And cvery conſidering Man mult 
acknowledge that Providence hath caſt both theſe Impediments in 
the way of this Aſſembly , io divert them from their Allegiance O 


# 5 3 | 
K. Femes. For now England has Dethron'd him , and their Aftion 
is applauded, ( as proceeding upon jult and valid grounds, moſt of 
which are coinmon to us wich them) by the greatelt part of this Na- 
tion ; So that it is obvious tocvery one, that it would be Impoſſible 
for this Aſſembly of our Starter ro maintain and ſupport him, in 


the exerciſe of his Royal Dignity here, againſt the unqueſtionable- 


Attempts, that we mult expe&t England; Jealouties of ſuch an irrita- 
ted Neighbour, would provoke them to ſer about for his overthrow. 
And theſe Artempts could not mils of Succels, having , as unqueſti- 
onably, a great, If not the far greateſt part of this Nation for their 
Abettors. Taus what a Scene of Blood, War and'Confufion ſhould 
theſe Nations become? And what a feeble diſtrated Government 
mivht we expect in ſuch Circumſtances? | 
Bur it any ſhall plead that there's no Phyſical Impoſſibility in the caſe, 
and that the Hiftories of paſt Ages teach us , that this Nation, when 
unanimous. in their Allegiance may maintain their King againſt all 
the Efforts of England; Elpecially fince we may now expect more 
Affiltance then eyer from our old Allies the French: Yet thisateaft, 
I am ſure, every Proteftant muſt conſeſs is moral'y unlawfull for him 
to concur 1n; Since ſuch a Conjun@ion were utterly inconfiftent 
with his indi{penſtble Moral Duty of preſerving, or ar leaft doing 
nothing that evidently tends tothe ruine of the true "Reformed Reli- 
gion. Now any man thar is capable of the leaſt ſerious Refletion 
upon the preſent ſtate of Aﬀaics,, muſt plainly ſee thar the Intereſt 
of His preſent Majeſty of England and his party , are fo intervoyen 
with that of the Reformed Religion , that the one cannot ſuffer loſs or 
overthrow without the notable dammage or-apparent ruine of the 
ether, not only in this Jfaxrd , bur all Chriftendom over: He muſt al- 
fo {ce no leſs clearly., thar it were a meer dream to imagine it pol- 
fibleto ſupport and preſerve K. Fames in his power here, withour 
wronging the K. of England and his Intereſt; For to be fare, either 
of them woald imploy his whole Art and might for the others ruine; 
Such different Interzſts ( beſide the particular quarrels of the late 
Revolution ) being'now alrogerher incompatible in this J1/2nd. 
Neither is ir to be thought that K. Fames would value this Crown 
further then.that he might thereby be enabled to recover that of 
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Thus 'ris-plain that we can never tauicy-td-pteferve: KN. Zamey* pal 
wer here, withour'reſolving to afltſt and ſecond him jn his arcempry; 
tothe great prejudice, it nor! the Toral Raine: ( 10-far av men are 
able ) of the Reformed Religion-over all Exrope; But T ame pers 
ſwaded no Proteſtant-of Common Senle, can icverthink his Allet 
ger will warraotor in the leaſt+ Jiſtity» him in any ſuch practice! 
or whatever has been ſaid to Evince-that Allegiancedid bind:Stuts. 
jeAs to Paſſrwe Obedience, tho {ecrued tothe hrgheſt: picchr> Yernone 
was ever {0 impudent as to affert that ir obli ig'd rhemto aw Attive 
concurrence with theirKing,in merhods diretly tendingro the Sap? 
prcthon or Extirpationof' the true 'Retrgion. Here 'Chriftianriof all 
Faſrefins will own. That it is better12aobey. God then Man: | 
Wherefore ir being thus Irrefragably-cvident that God? ir bis wils! 
Over Ruling Providence, has ordered things 16, thar' ir isboth 
Impoffivle for this Mecting of the Stafcs' ro preterve' the Crown: 
K- 7amer, or at leaſt-not to be undertaken ——_———— Nas 
tion co all the lamentableevils, that' a weak;unſetted Government; 
coaſtant: Warrs and contuftonscan bringupon it'y, And thatitis ab 
ſounlawfnl for us Proteftants , toaim at 1t; ſince he' cannot now! bes 
Re eſtabliſhed bur upon the Ruines of the whole Reformed Inreteſt 
in Chriftendom-; Let all therefore awfully obſerve the hand of ' GOD; 
and cheartully ſubmit ro his will, and withour attempting ro ſtrugle 
againſt Heaven, leave K. James to the diipolal ot Providenze. Ler 
every Man in his Station contribute, what in him lyes, roTerreive 
our Religion and Laws fromthe gricvousabules they have {affcred, 
an1 to ccure them to us and our Poſterity; fromthelik+ hereafter; 
and from falling under the fatal Dangers from which GOD hag 
been plcaſcd ſo {1gnally to reſcue them :' Neither let this Aſſembly 
of Eſtates look back , as if they were-under any ye to withhold 
them from advancing vigotouſly,, in (erling:the Governm-nt of 
this Nation , now under Anarchy , a State: 1n which it cannar 11h- 
fiſt. Norlet any thoughts of the Right ot Succeſhon! ſtop their pro» 
cedure, For beſides that there can be no Heir to'a living Man 
formcr Arguments are aspatt againſt: the-Priner-of Water , rrue or 
Suppoſtririous as againſt King Famer the 7; Bit now when God hasfo 
wondcrfully put this opportuaity in their hands, let them gy re" 


andupright hearteFParriots,, £7 themſelves ſerioutly to confider, 
ahar: is-ficto-be-done,, tor ſertling'a Government in'this Nation up- 
jo jultant lolid Foundations, whereby:the true Religion —_— | 
Ji anc engp be eſtabliſhed and'(ceured,; the juſt property. and Li- 
tbertics of the-Subjettclearly-aflerred,, and the bigh-ſtrerched Preroge- 
tive Of the\Crown broughtito-an cqual frame. ITS 1 
\ , damjperimaded, thatavit-is'the Geniws, ſo it is the Intereſt of'this 
Naziotro have a: Menartby jtilleftabliſhed , tor any other Form mult 
vhavoidably everr'thewavle- bulk otour Laws and Cuſtoms, which 
tight be of faral Conſequence : -Nor conld any other Model be 
Jong/liv*d-here conſidering che-natural bent of Seoremen to this Be- 
Hides+fance experience has itilſcovered to us the werlt dilcales, that can 
artend MHotreroby ,, think if we be wite, we may-now apply ſuch Re- 
anedic 5, as. may i{ecure us, (for the furure, againſt them; And lo we 
may be later under 1t, then any other kind of Goyernmert, the 
irjconvenicneivs-whercof ( ic'this Nation at leaſt.) we can only dilco- 
.yer bya tract of time. | 
\Aso the choice ofa Monareh , I think the beſt method is, to fol- 
Jow' vhe example England bas ſet ws. For beſides-rhe juſt and folid 
Reaſons char derermined-their choice, whichare all-as pregnant and 
applicable rous; Wehave further this cogent Realon, that England 
having-already declared che Prince of Orange their King , out of a duc 
{enſe of the Great Deliverance ke.has ben Infirumenral in working 
for them; We muſt do the (ame, unlels we will declare our {elves 
the moſt 'irgrate of Mankind , fince we are delivered from a far 
greater Boridage then ever England felt: And unleſs we will reſolve 
to break with Fnglandand their King, which how taral it might ſoon 
or. every Body can lee, more then is fir tor the Honour of this 
ion rotxprels. ThisI (hall only ſay, that ic werecertainly yery 
\vnkind ro-th= Reformed Religion, \to divert, and weaken by ſuch a 
breach, -theK. of -Englands hands, who is now , under GOD, the 
.chiet (npport of ir. 

Bur-{eceing the Fondneſs of this Nation, for the Reſtoration of K. 
Gharter1he Second , did hurty them trom-one-extream to another ; 
From having abandoned :the King and Royal Family, to give tos 
{nuch ; and lay the Foundations of an unbounded Prerogatiye; up. 

on 
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onwhich an Aſpiring Court | deſigning to Copy after the Perfd- 
ous Cruel H:&or of Exrope ) finding (till unhappily amongſt this por 
Proud, Self ſeeking People , fir Tools for their ſervice; have rear” 
'up an Uncontrolable, Deſpotick, Abſolute Power in the King and 
that by repeated Laws, but more by a conſtant Series of Arbitrary 
praflicer; Wherebythey have brought us'into Abſolute Bondage, and 
laid a Toke upon us that. neither we nor our Fathers were able to bear. 

Ir therefore-nearly concerns and highly becoines the Wiſdom of 
the States of the Kingdom ; Yea ir is their _ ro the Nartion. 
whom they Repreſent, and whatthey owe to their poſterity in Af: 
ter-Ages ; before they giverhe Crowrout of their hands. to ſmooth 
and purge ir of cvery thing that may be hard and grieyous to the 
Pcople; And to leave it only Adorned, with fuch Jewels, as can on- 
Ty be firm and ſhining , when by Juſtice and Mercy they attrat 
the Peoples hearts; but will prove brittle and dim when pur to 
g:.11 their Necks. 

I would therefore humbly offer ro the Conſideration of this En- 
ſucing Mceting, ſome tbings, that to me ſeem neceſlary and incum- 
bent for themro do , for retrieving this Nation from the intoller- 
able Thraldom' we have been brought under ; And\for vindicat- 
1vg and afferting the Peoples Juſt Right and Freedom, without 

robbing the Crown of any Jewel, that's fir for the Hononr ot a King, 
who is toRule by Law; Or without diminiſhing any part of the 
Kingly Power , that is neceflary for enabling ont Kings, to perform 
the great duties of their High Charge. 

Let onr Kings be Veſted with Power to be Nurſing Fathers to the 
Church, to be Patres Patrie , vigorous Aſterters and Defenders of 
the Honour and Well of the Nation , againſt Artempts from A- 
troad , or $Seditionsat Homez Ler them have Power to be Terrors 
to Evil diers, and Enconragers of theſe that do Well, Let them have Power 
ro preſerve to all their SubjeAs, their ReſpeAive Properties and 
Libertics from alli Inſo!ence and Injuſtice; to fee all our Laws vigo- 
ror{l,, Exccutcd and all Tranſgrefſors impartially puniſhed. T heſe 
ate the only true Jewels of the. rown, ard every beyond this 
thar fixed to it ought to be clean{ed and wiped off , asnoiſlom du 


2nd ruſt, that wili throughly corrupt it. It isthen the A ns 
uty 
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of this Meeting of the Szates , to cut off from the Crown, all 
ſuch Excreſſences as arc ulceſs to a Juſt King, and toour fad experi- 
cw \ are Pernicious and of moſt dangerous conſequente ro the 

cople, 
Firft, Then, it hasbecn often Aferted and maintained , Thatvhe 
King derives bis Crown and Dignity inimedtately from GOD , that vhit Ped- 


ple a0 not,' nor cannot give any Right or Title to it ; That all power- ond Aw- 


thority-is Originally and Eminently Inherent in the Crown, arid thai thirefore 
the LENS no Prerog ative to the King, This haz been-IÞn 

Currant Coyn at Court, and amongſt Court Paraſites, and of late 
had the boldneſs to appear Bare-fec'd in our Parliament; where'ir (ems 
3 have given riſe to yea ditated ſotrieot onr AB about the prerogative, 
Bur u is obyious; that this is a Morber Evil , atid may be” broody of 
all the milchicts that can be dreaded from Arbirrary Powter of Tyranny; 
For if this Maxime hold good, what tecutity for or Religion; Laws, 
Property, or any thing.chat's dear to Free men or Chriſtians# Surc 
none, but the Priaces pleaſure. Why then ſhould we complain of 
the late Cowrr ftile, which makes the Prerogarive Reyal', and a Tupreme 


"Abſolute Power to beobeyed without Keſerve,' tO lighifie the fame thing! 
Me thinks the Stile'is very Juſt ani Congruows and goes repo 


on the Fooc of this Maxime: Wherctote, as we wotld deliver or 


ſelves and our Poſteriry from the evident hazard of AFſolwie Slavery 


this Pernicious Principle muſt be. Abſolitcly - Eradieated. Ir will be fic 
the $2ores ſeriouſly revile all our As about the Prerogetive, &whert- 
ever any thing is fourid to Icok this way , it mwſt either beexplaih- 


£d toa harmleſs meaning, . or if it will not bear 2 Tolerable (enſc, 


ir muſt b2 cancelled ; For alittle Leven mayſoure the while Lan. 
It will alſo be nee , that the Aſſerring of this Principle by 
Word or Writ, be declared an High-Crime, afainſt the very na- 


| ere and Confticution of our Government , puniſhable as Treaſon 


and unpardonable. Tr has taken deep root, and will paced a feverc 
ficady hand over it, to keep ir from ſpringing up again in its fea- 


2- The late aſſumed Prerrgarive of diſghlin, Suſpending or Diſpenſing 
with fanding Laws , ruſt be declared TMegal , and againſt the Con- 
ſicution of a free Nation. I need _ "liſt 16 lay! optty whe _ 
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chief of ſuch a power; all the World {ces it ; and even fome of thoſe 
who afſcrced it, now cry ſhame ont, *tis (0 palpably 2 Ganfrene that 
might overſpread , car out or cnervate all rhe ſtrength and Life of 
our whole Laws. | I ſball only ſay, it will be fit to declare that all 
Juoges or others, to whom the Execution of the Law is commitred, 
upon their higheſt Peril be obliged; to put the Laws of the Na- 
tion codue Exccucion, notwichſtanding of any Command , Man- 
date, or Diſpenſation they may get to the contrary, from any per- 
{on or perſons whatſoever. 
: humbly conceive it vill be much the Nations advanrage, 
af the Power of Pardoning be reſtrained, as to Aſſertors or Propag ator s 
of any Principles ag zinſt the Freedom of the Nation and Parliaments, in favour 
of any pretended Prerogative. As allo, as to all Judges, Officers or Minifters 
of State and others h zving the King's Commiſſion, for Malverſing in their re- 
ſpe@rve Officer. Becaulc if ever it be the ill-tare of this Nation, to 
come under a Deligning and Aſpiring Prince , ſo lung as he hasthe 
Powrr of Pardoning ſuch , he will never want Inſtrumenrs to ſer-up 
and eſtabliſh his Prerogative as high as ever $3 Neither will he want 
Judges and others, who will palpably pcrvert Juſtice , wrelt and 
trample ona our Laws and Freedom, and with all their Might Sacri- 
fice them and usto his Ambition, or other ill Deſigns. And I ap- 
peal ro every Man, that will make bur any ReficCtion on our late 
Government, if he is not convinc'd, that many who ſerv'd ir 
durlſt never have madeſuch ſteps as they did, if they had nor reſted 
ſecure on that Pillow ; T bat however Criminal! they became, oy 
{uch meaſures, They being for the Kings ſervice , could get his Remiſſh- 
on on demand; Sincethere is, and will ever be a perverſe Crew of 
11 men, whom neicher Honour nor Conſcience can bind, to be 
Fairhful and Juſt co their Country; but who ſtill upon avy hopzsof 
Impunity , will be.-Animated to ſay and doal} the miſchiet they can, 
when *cis accep:able to the Prince. Let the Terror of ſevere Laws 
be (et before them, ro Over-awe them and ſtrip chem of all hopcs of 
Imvunity by a Princes Favour. Such a Limitation will not be un- 
eafic, to ajuſt and good Prince , and is Abſolutely neceſſary for 


ourſatety under an ll one. 
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'4- It muſt be declared illegal, and not inthe Kings power, to conftitute 
any Judge 1 Judicature, Ecchfiaftick,, Civil or Criminal, except ſuch as 
gre” Autb rized by the Laws of twe Nation. As alſo that it is Illegal for 
the King to give warrand to any Judge toprocced otherwile in 
Judg2m« ni, then by the Forms aniRules ; the Law aad PraQtice 
of the Kingdom has (:r, for the leveral Judicatures and Caſes therein 
cognolcible, and that all who accept and proceed, conform to any 
{uch commitlions or Warrands ſhall be {everely puniſhed. 

The«xpzrience of the Grievous oppreſſions the Weſtern , Southern, 
and ſome other ſhires of this Kingdom, have luffered, and the much 
Blood that hath been ſhed in chem very ſummarly(to ſay no worle) 
by verruc of {ſuch Commiſſions and Proceedings, will I am conh- 
dent E-vince the neceſſity of rhis. For certainly ſo long as{uch a 
power is let to the Crown no Man or Partic can reckon them(clyes 
ſccure of their Liberties or Eſtates, no not of cheir very Lives longer, 
then they eſcape being Obnoxious to the Court , for then packrt 
Judges and Arbitrary Forms and Rales of proceeding , 
may make ſharp. Work , and havock enwugh, I confeſs T have 
Often been ſurpriſed-to (ce ſeveral Sober and Rational men ſatisfied 
wich, and Applaud juch mechods when uſed againſt thele, they 
wiſhed to ſee undone. For being blinded witha Paſſion to have 
ſuch a party Ruined,they did not conſider thar it the Cannon were 
turned a-vainſt themſelves, they might ſoon find the fatal Eftcts of 
fuch methods,: and be chereby tummarly cxpoled to ſome fevere 
puniſhment in theit Bodies or Goods, or perhaps both without hopes 
of R-ddreſs. So ig is every Man's Intereſt-that every Subje@ have 
a Fair and Legal Tryal, and that all his concerns be Judged by the 
ordinary Judges z; and conform to the known Laws and PraQice 
of the Realm. And that any luch power be quite exploded, for 
"which there can be no pretence, unleſs you will grant the King a 
Prerogative above all Laws. 

Perhaps it will be alledged that fuch Commiſſions have been 
very uſcful in our Lon and Berders, and that ic is impoſſible 
to bring the Theeves there to condign puniſhment, or prevent their 
ruining theſe Countries, unleſs it_be allowed that they be Jud 
without the Ordinary Rules and Forms of Law. I humbly think 
it may be worth the ſcrious conſideration of our firſt Parliament to 


g'v- 
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give their fp:cial Orders and fnftrudtions for this'caſe. But by no 

means, on this account, ought the leaſt twigg+ of any ſuch 1rax- 
at Power above the Laws be left torhe King. For ific ſhould 

be allowed, T hat the King by an Inherent power inthe Crowntoay by 


| his Commiſſion warcand the Judging of Theeves, without obſer- 


ving the Ordinary Law in the Nation : Why may he nor, by the 
fame Inberent power ? give luch Commithonstor crying all all:dged 
Guilty of every kind of Treaſon, or other Crimes and Tranigre(- 
fions.of any Penal Laws > Then, pray, what (ccuriry has any SubjcR 
ofa Legal Tryal tor anv guilt he ma** be charged with > Or whac 

ailcth the Laws and” Fudicarures eſtabliſhed for the ſatery of the 

anorent, as well as the Puniſhment of the Guiky. | 

» $. Ic will be fit it bedeclared; That all the Minifters of State, Lords 
of Seſſion and Fuſticizry, and other Inferiour Judges, who receive ther Com- 
miſſions from the King, ſhall always get them, ad Vitam aut Culpam : and 
not Durante Beneplacito. For when Men hold theſe places at pleaſure, 


it is certainly a-great temptation crothem who axe noe of a very firm 
Holly, ro comply. wit 7 


t any Deſigns of the Court, and humoutrs 
of the preſent. chicf Favourites. And when an honeſt Man lands 
his ground, and refuſes ſach a Servile Complyance againſt his Ho- 
nour and Conſcience, Then ( as we have ſcen ) he is preſently to 
be turned out and fome plyable Tool ( that will receiveany-Im- 
preſſjions from . theſe hands ) put in his place; and ſoour Judica- 
tures, filled wich Men who will give themſelves yp toa blind Obe- 
dience ro the Diftartes from Court. And what Juſtice can the Na- 
tion expe&t from {ſuch Judges? I do not ſay, the aboliſhing Com 
miſſions Darante Beneplacito will aſcertain us of Juſt Jadges: Bur, to 
be ſure, it will free them, whom we ſhall have, from many Tem- 
ptztions to be unjuft, and ſecure to us more firmly theſe that are 
juſt and honeſt 2 So it is well worth the while. * T here ts one thing 
I] cannot paſs about our Judges, tho it be not bajus bei. I think: it 
would be much our intereſtro have Crimen Ambitzus in torce amongſt 
us; as to Secffion and Juſticiarie eſpecially. Many wiſe People have 
thought that a Man's ſucing and *oliciriug for ſuch Offices, ' was a 
uſt Ground to make him Suſpefted, as unworthy 'of the Truſt, 
This 15 certain, it fuch Methods were ſtritly diſcharged: and ever 


onc, at his admiſſion to theſe Offices, oblidged to purge hun : 
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of chem ; we- might j expe, they ſhould go more by Merit, 
then they can do while men are allowed to Brigue and Intrigue 
for them. For commonly Cimning and Falſe Men ate moſt Afi- 
duous, and Dexrercnsat Infinuacing into a Court. ts 

6. Tthink the Kings Eceleſtaftick, Supremaey , as it flands now ' Aſſerted 
by Atts of Parliament ought to be OE [ will nor enter onthe de- 
bate.,, what power 15 allowable roa Chriſtian Magiſtrate in or about 
Eccl:fiattical Matters: bur leaving this as unneceflary to' be diſcuſſed 
here; T ſhall prove the Aflercion from theſe two conſiderations, 
firſt it there is any ſuch Swpremacy. allowable in a Chriſtian Nation to 
any Civil perſons or hp Icaturc, ir cannot with {afety be rruſted but 
where the Legiſlative power 1s Lodged. 24ly. It appears uncharitable 
and unchriſtian co enaQt, or leave in Force any Laws Declaratotic 
of ſuch a Sapremacy. y 

Firft, Then conſider that by this Supremacy , the King has Power 
to turn off any Churchman Su.nmary, w.thout any Proceſs, (of this 
we hbaye ſcen ſeveral inſtances) he hath alſo Power thereby ar plea- 
ſure , toCrulh any fer of Clergy or Church Government he thinks un- 
ealic tohim , and advanceany Party or Model , he hopes to be 
better ſerved by. He has by this Supremacy likewiſe Power ( if not 
in expreſs terms, yet by very natural Conſequence, ) to Suppreſs 
all Aſſembiies, vocations of the Clergy , Synos, Pregbyterics, 
Scſfons, or any other meetings of Churchmen neceſſary or conveni- 
ent, for preſcrving Order in the Church. ' From confideration of 
theſe things, ir is evident and clear as Sun ſhine ; That if ſuch a 
Supremacie be allowed to our Kings , then they ſhall have Power to 
introduce Corruptions in our Religion by a Corrupt Clergy , to 
raiſe conſtant Schitms in our Church, to nouriſh and Foment a Spi- 
ritof Animoſitic and Perſecution by one party of Clergy againſt 
another, to the great reproach of our Religion, and danger of our 
State (as paſt experience may teach us) finally they ſhall have po- 
wer to diſſolve and unhing our Church, by depriving Her of all 
means neceflary, for eſtabliſhing and preſerving of Order and Dil. 
Cipline without which no Society can ſubſift. And {urely, theſe 
thingscannot happen in a Chriftian Nati without Bringing deadly 
| Conyullſions upon the Civil Stare. Now Iam confident chat after 

yery 
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very little refletion on the whole, you and evefy Raional Man 
will Anticipate me 1 the Interence, and conciude thar fuch a Su- 
Cy is of the laſt Imporrance, borh, co the Religion and Civil 

neereſt of the whole Nation, and notto be truſted ro any, bur re - 
ton to King and *Parliamemt, if it is allowable to any Civil 
OWCcr. 

Secondly, That it is Uncharitable, toenat any Laws Declaratorie 
of ſuch a Supremac'e, will evidently appear from this. that it gives 
great ſcandal to good Proteſtants, and p-aceable SubjeAs, and is no 
wayes neceſſary. Surely, then it is very unbecoming Chriſtian Chge 
rity and Myderatinn to give great Offence, and lay a (tumbling block 
before (uch, Officiouſly and Needlefly. Now all the World knows 
this Supremacy hag been a tne of tumbling both to Few and Gentile, ( if 
I may loſpeak ) for not only the Prerbyterians have ſtill declaimed a+ 
gainft ir, as an Antichriftian inchroachment wpon Chriſts prerogative ; but 
many Ejiſcopa! have judged it an Invaſion and Diminution of the 
intrinfick power, conſigned by C HRIST to his Church; whereupon ſeve- 

_ ral | minent amongſt that Clergy reſuſed our Teſt. Thus as the 
Off-nſive Nature "x ſuch Laws is evident ; So every conſidering 
Man muſt acknowledge, T hat they are ulcleſs, becauſe all | aws a- 
bout Church Government \{} ould only be founded on theſe Grounds ; 
That, What is thereby injoyned is agreeable tothe Ward of GON, moſt con- 
ſonant to the pratliſe of the pureſt Churches ,” an4 moſt proper and conducing 
for the Advancement of Truth, Piety and good Order in this Church. Now 
on theſe Reaſons, onely ler every thing in Relation to the P-licy of 
the Church be Enacted in Parliament , withcur pretending or De- 
claring by any Act, what p-wer they have in ſuch Matrers. Thus 
lam ſure, King and Parliament may do their Duty 41n this Matter 
from time to time, and a great Deal, ifnor All the Offenſe would 
be removed. For it cannot be denyed, T hat, the Legiſative power be- 
ing in them, what Form of Government they apply their civil Sandton to.it be= 
comes the Legal Government of the Nation; Which is all needs be claim- 
ed, and their medling in ſuch Matters cannot be quarrelled, ſince 
all Proteftants,dvo not only approve, the Parliaments Raritving of our 
very Confeſſon of Faith , but ordinarly plead that thereby we have 
greater priviledges and right for defence of it,than anv prineiple of Religion 
It 
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it ſelf gives us. The only hazard is, that they may Err in their 


choice, bur | know no Remedy for this, (unleſs we go to Rome for 
Infallibilicy, and I fear we ſhould looſe our Labour } except, That 
no ſuch Laws be impoſed Rigorouſly, to be owned by all, but a rea- 
ſonable Tolerationallowed to peaceable Diſſenters : Seeing then there 
isno uſe tor ſuch Declaratory Laws of an Ecelefiaftick Supremacy ; Were 
ic not very uncharicable ro keep them on foot, tor a ſnare and for 
ginn to ſo many of our Chriftian Brethren of the fame Religion. I may 
add further, it were very Dangerous to the publick peace, for certain- 
ly from this Fountain many of Our inteſtine commotions have ſprung, 
and thele ſtreams are not yet dryed up. 
7. An: Liitly, Haviog already far exceeded thedue bounds of 
2 Letter, any the brevitic 1 deſigned ; I ſhall Croud all that occures 
to me furcher abour the Prerogative into one Article. I think it nece(- 
ſary the Conventiontake to th:1r ſerious con{tleration, The Kings ſole 
power of Diſpoſal of Traae, bis power of ſetting Valuation on current Money, 
bis power of the Militia, of Peace and Warr,and raifing the Nation in Arms; 
as fn are declarcd 1n the reſpeCtive As thereanent : As alſo the 
Pradtice of the Kings eſtabliſhing Inftruttions of Warr, and thereby exemp- 
ting Souldiers from the ordinary Laws and Julicaturer. We have ſeen 
and felt grievous abuſes ia the Nation from all theſe, as I could In- 
Nance, but that I haſtero a cloſe; and ir is cno'1gh to my purp3le, 
that every thinking Man upon a very little rel. &tion will ſee ſuch 
powers may be the Foundation of Arbitrary proceedings. in many 
caſes of high Importance to the whole Nation. I confeſs Idonot 
think itadviſcable or ſate;to diveſt theKing wholly of thele Power 
and reſcrye them to a Parliament:For the exerciſe of all or molt © 
them may be very neceſſary,much oftner then we can expe& or de 
"fire parliam-nrs,8 may trvit with the reaſonible intervals of parliam-nts; 
neither do [ think ic poſſible to lay down fixed Rules, that can con- 
tinue uſzful for any time, for the Kings managment of theſe Pow- 
ers, ſuch is the inconſtancie and vickide of humane Afairs. The 
only Medium | can think on is, that the King ſhall be reſtricted , in 
the exercile of theſe Powers, to the Advice and Concurrence of a 
Council, or Councils to be named by the Pacliamenc our certry> 
| whole 
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whole States: This Council may have their ſertled Anmel Meetings, 

or more frequent if uvrem wed? an withal be obliged to Conveen 
c 


when upon any Emergent the King ſhall call them Burt as for the 
Militia , fince it is palpablie utclels ro che Crown and Government 
ard very heavy co the People, I hope all will be Unanimous to 
have icrotally diſcharged. As for exemprting Sou'diers frm the 
ordinary Laws and Judges, in Cauſes Crmil or Criminal berwixt then 
and other Sub ets, leaſt at it 15 of dangerous Conſequzrice , 'and 
there is no ſhadow of Law or Jnſtice for it in this Nation, wherefore 
it ought to be diſcharged and dcclared Illepal' in all time «coming. 
I doubr nor c're you-come this length, you will be as wearic'in reals 
ing this redious and indigeſted Letcer, as] am'of writing-ir. So I ſhall 
delay at this time, the croubling you with' what'ts fit ro be done, for 
{ccuring our Crown from falling again into Popiſh Bands , what'con- 
venient amendm-nts may be made, asto rhe Conſtitution of ,- atid 
Forms of Procedure in our Parliaments, and-what is expedienr for 
the Redrels of our paſt Grievanc's and neceſſary for the providing 
wholelome Rencedies for preventing che like hereafter. The flight- 
ell review of all theſe ” tho defired in Powers) wonld fwell chis Lener 
into the Volume of a Treatiſe , which I have no thoughts of writ- 
ing: I hope vou do nat *xpz ir, and though the ſtuff is courſe, you 
have large enough meaſure already, for an Letter. B-ſides what is 
here omitted, ſeems to be the prop'r work ofa Parliam«ne when 
the C rown is letrled , but what is{poke of, ſeems neceſſary to'be 
diſpatched by the Meeting of States befare rhey declare the' Crown. 
For though | am fully perſwaded , that if we give the Crown to the 
King of E-gland with as Abſolute, unlimited a Prerogative , as ever 
any Tyrant or Wultan Uſurped ; _ Yerour Religion and Laws, and 
every Man's Liberty and Property , would be as {ecure ro Us, under o 
Brave. Geneious, Picus and Juſt a Prince, asthey can be by all the 
Proviſions we can deviſe for their {ecuricy : Bur it is uncertain how 
long God may bleſs us w'th him, & who may come after him. And 
this is certai:1 that if once rhe Crown be lertled , and a ſerof Officers 
of Stare, and Counſeilours eitabliſhed , ( our Nobilicy and great 
Minitt-rs have unhappilv been ſo accuſtomed , to carrie things here 


with ſohieh ahand , ) Thcy will be ſure to uſe all cheir __ ro 
trultrat | 
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ſtrate all Projects for ſuch Limitations of the Preragetive , foareſcc- 
I caſily thar thereby their hands will be more bound up, then was 
)al, and I doutt not,-if you will be at the pains to obſerve it , 
y@u'l cafily perceiverhar ſuch as have bur any faint hopes and a re- 
Ice proſpett of gerting any ſhare of the Government into their 
THabds, will already be ſhy on theſe Points. Wherefore ic nearly 
erns every honeſt Sincere Scoteman, to ſtrike thee Iron while ir 8 
for it is much better holding then drawing: If this is accept- 


and gives you any fatisfation,you ſhall by the next have more = 
oftÞc matters now omitted. 


March 6. 


I am 
1689, 


Tonrs, &CC. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
ERP, 


ve [zid nothing of the Kings Negative Vote io Parliament, and 
is Powcr of Adjourning and Diflolving them. Tho it is of the 
rreateft Importance, for if it ftands, as it is now A(ſerted, all bopes of Re- 
Lref. Y f Griveances by a Pa rliament are cut off wider an ill Government, 
phes there is greateſt need of it. Wherefore it much concerns this Meeting 
fo Ftjic't in to an barmleſs Temper, Yet I muſt confeſs. I can bit upon no 
wertwere for this that pleaſes me. But T dauht not, The things is ſoObyious 


and of ſuch vajt Conſequ:nze, you will bear of tt from better bands, 
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